Giles: Discussion on Sterility efforts to cure sterility must largely be on the principle of working in the dark, once the causes had been investigated as far as was possible. A very interesting paper had been published by Professor Arthur Robinson, of Edinburgh, on " Pre-natal Death," in which he had used statistics from the Board of Agriculture with regard to the fertility of mares and stallions. He (Professor Robinson) called attention to the fact that in the case of Clydesdale stallions nearly half the matings were unfertile, and in thoroughbreds more than half, though both t4e male and female were presumably healthy. Other re. searches on ferrets, in which the females had been examined in various stages of pregnancy, showed that degenerative changes in some of the zygotes had taken place, whilst others in the same animal were perfectly healthy. All that pointed to factors governing both the sperm and germ cell and the zygote derived from them, of which at present there was no scientific knowledge.
Dr. GILES (in reply) endorsed Dr. Gibbons' remarks as to the great unhappiness resulting from deliberately childless marriages, and said he had always warned patients of this. He believed that quinine had a permanently bad effect. Those who waited for a convenient season to have a child often laid up trouble for themselves. On the question of fibroids he had come to the conclusion that these were not a cause but in a sense a consequence of sterility. Women who were subjected to sexual excitement with no physiological outlet appeared to have a tendency to develop fibroids. He would like the opinion to go forth from the Section that the use of contraceptives was a bad thing. He agreed with Dr. Donaldson and Professor MoIlroy that the apparently normal cases were the most difficult, but he had not said more on this subject because there was such profound ignorance concerning it. As to the reaction of the cervical secretion, the normal reaction was of course alkaline. After endometritis it might become acid, and spermatozoa could not live in an acid medium. He had not tried the injection of oxygen for diagnostic purposes. He was interested in Mr. Kenneth Walker's remarks as to the large percentage of defect traceable to the male partner. It must be borne in mind that the success of treatment was difficult to estimate, since in some cases after many years conception occurred spontaneously. He had heard of one case in which pregnancy was reported to have occurred after twenty years of sterility. Changes in habits were also a factor; too great frequency of intercourse might prevent conception, whereas rest'and change often proved benefioial.
The June meeting of the Section of Obstetrics and Gynsecology was not held owing to the meeting of the British Congress of Gynacology and Obstetrics at Birmingham, in which the Section took part.
A full report of that meeting will be found in the British Journal of Obstetrics and Gyncecology, and a good abstract in the Lancet and the British Medical Journal.
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